Fostering inter-group interaction : an Islamic approach by Abdulai, Abdul-Mumin

READINGS IN SO(IAl AND
ISlAMI( ISSIJES







International lsI mic University l\1alaysia--------"j
~ fdition. 2012
. '1 Press.lJU\1
All rights reserwd. ~o part of this publication may be reproduced. stored in
a retrieval system, or transmitted. in any form or by any means. electronic.
mechanical. photocopying, recording, or otherwise. without any prior
written pennission of the publisher.
Perrustakaan ~egara I\i[alaysia Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
Readings in social and Islamic issues' edited by Jamil Farooqui
Include index
ISBI\ 978-967-418-213-7




\1cmber of \lajlis Penerbitan Ilmiah 1\lalaysia - \IAPI\'!
(\laJaysian Scholarly Publishing Council)
Printed by:
HeM Printing Sdn, Bhd.
1\0, 1. Jalan lnduslri Balu Caves 1'3
Taman Perindustnan Balu Caves











2. Socio-Cultural Perspective on Safety at Workplace
in Small and .'\ilcdiu m Industries: A Case Studies
of FELDA 25
Krishna Coped Ramped, Noor Azlan i\!ohd.Noo/;
,Vorna;ihah .Hohd. A'()!; f~/(mdi Adi Ahmad
3. Socio-economic Profile of Squatters: A Case Study
of Kampung Setia Jaya 61
Khairil Azhar Ha;i Md. Yassin
4. Towards a Social Psychology of Cyberspace: Exploring
Cyberfriendship Formation among Malaysian Youth 79
AI)/{ Sadar Nurullah
5. .'\'lalaysian Women in Education, .'\larriage and
Workforce (1957-2008) 109
Rohaiza Rokis
6. Participant Obsenation Method in a Sociological Study'
of Factory Workers 139
Falimah Hasllah IJoud
7. The 'Iuslim World and the West
Jamil Farooqlli
8. Folklore Studies on the Qur'an: A Critique
Ahmad Abd AI-Rahim Nas/"
9. The Status of Women in Islam:
A Sociological Perspecti\C
Jamil Faroo(jui
















Social interaction is a broad social phenomenon. As such, this paper
explores one segment of the concept i.e. inter-group interaction.
Specifically. both the endogenous and exogenous factors that hinder
intergroup interaction are examined. The paper also touches on what
individuals. in concerted efforts with established institutions, can do to
overcome any interaction-stifling obstacle and how to promote
harmonious inter-group interaction. To set the ball rolling, we should
acquaint ourselves with \vhat social interaction is and \"hat it is not in
the sociological literature.
DEfl:\ITlO:\ OF SOCIAL I]\TER4CTlO~
William P. Scott in his Dictionary of Sociology defined social
interaction as "behaviour directed toward or influenced by another
person."1 In the Harper Collins DictionGl)' olSocioTogy. Vary and
Jary conceived of social interaction as "the processes and manners in
which social actors relate to each other, especially in face-to-face
encounters.
Thibaut and Kelly defined social interaction as when individuals
"[exhibit] behaviour in each other's presence, they create products
for each other or they communicate with each other."c For instance,
"if person A meets person B on the street. stops and chats about the
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